
April 28, 2022

The Honorable Betty McCollum The Honorable Ken Calvert
Chairwoman Ranking Member
Subcommittee for Defense Subcommittee for Defense
H-405, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman McCollum and Ranking Member Calvert,

We greatly appreciate your efforts to advance U.S.-Israel defense cooperation – a critical 
investment that provides security and stability to the Middle East. Israel will require significant 
investment in Fiscal Year 2023 to defend herself against aerial threats posed by a wide array of 
hostile adversaries. As you begin to work on the FY 2023 Defense Appropriations Bill, we 
respectfully request $500 million for U.S.-Israel missile defense programs, which is in keeping 
with the agreed upon ten-year Memorandum of Understanding and will be the amount requested 
in the President’s FY 2023 Missile Defense Administration Budget.

We request that the $500 million should be divided into the following accounts, $200 million of 
which for Procurement, and $300 million for Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation 
(RDT&E). 

Procurement: 
 Continued co-production and procurement of Iron Dome system components and 

interceptors;
 Continued co-production and procurement of David’s Sling system components; and
 Continued co-production and procurement of Arrow Weapon System components and 

interceptors.

RDT&E:
 Continue to develop and upgrade David’s Sling, to meet evolving threats, including 

cruise missile threats; and
 Continue to develop and upgrade the Arrow Weapon System to meet evolving threats.  

As you know, these programs are essential to the safety and security of Israel. Prioritizing and 
ensuring robust funding for these programs is necessary to address the evolving threats posed by 
Israeli adversaries, including Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran – all of which are developing more 
advanced short, medium, and long-range rocket, missile, and drone capabilities. Iran’s increasing
presence in Syria reaffirms the need for these important defensive technologies. These programs 
also yield a tremendous return-on-investment for the United States in the form of economic, 
technological, and military benefits. 



Benefits from U.S.-Israel missile defense cooperation extend well beyond the Middle East. Our 
forces face challenges from an emboldened, aggressive, and increasingly militarized Russia, 
North Korea, and other adversaries, heightening our immediate need for advanced missile 
defense technology to protect our forward-based forces and key fixed installations. Information 
sharing and live-fire exercises between the United States and Israel provide important knowledge
and readiness for our men and women in uniform. The strength of the Iron Dome has been so 
significant that the U.S. Army procured two batteries and recently tested the system on Guam. 

As we see our enemies more emboldened and their capabilities growing, joint U.S.-Israel 
security cooperation is needed now more than ever. U.S.-Israel cooperative missile defense 
programs are a win-win for the United States, as they save lives, prevent conflict escalation and 
advance U.S. objectives by promoting regional stability and protecting a valuable ally. 

During these challenging budgetary times we can and must prioritize federal funding for 
programs where federal involvement can have the greatest impact on the safety and security of 
the American people, our troops, and our allies. These highly advanced missile defense systems 
have consistently been a key factor in Israel’s self-defense and further technological and 
operational advancements will be crucial moving forward. We want to thank the Committee for 
its past support and look forward to working with you to sustain and advance the critical 
partnership between the U.S. and Israel. 

Sincerely,

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Lee Zeldin
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Michael Waltz
Member of Congress



Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Cheri Bustos
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Antonio Delgado
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress



John Katko
Member of Congress

Barry Loudermilk
Member of Congress

Elaine G. Luria
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Stephanie Murphy
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Dean Phillips
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress



Barry Moore
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress

Gus M. Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

Nicole Malliotakis
Member of Congress

Val Butler Demings
Member of Congress



Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
Member of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Maria Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Daniel Meuser
Member of Congress

Tom O'Halleran
Member of Congress

Kathleen M. Rice
Member of Congress

Conor Lamb
Member of Congress

Carlos A. Gimenez
Member of Congress

Garret Graves
Member of Congress



Troy E. Nehls
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Glenn "GT" Thompson
Member of Congress

Mark E. Green, MD
Member of Congress

Jeff Duncan
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Jim Banks
Member of Congress

Jenniffer González-Colón
Member of Congress

Lisa C. McClain
Member of Congress



Jackie Walorski
Member of Congress

Theodore E. Deutch
Member of Congress

Louie Gohmert
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Rodney Davis
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress

Henry Cuellar
Member of Congress

Frank J. Mrvan
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress



Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Greg Pence
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Pete Stauber
Member of Congress

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

David Kustoff
Member of Congress

Elise M. Stefanik
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

James R. Langevin
Member of Congress



Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Young Kim
Member of Congress

Alex X. Mooney 
Member of Congress

Liz Cheney
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Vicky Hartzler
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress



David J. Trone
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jerry L. Carl
Member of Congress

Elissa Slotkin
Member of Congress

Jared Golden
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Debbie Lesko
Member of Congress

Ted Budd
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Peter Meijer
Member of Congress



Bob Gibbs
Member of Congress

Tom Emmer
Member of Congress

Claudia Tenney
Member of Congress

Pete Sessions
Member of Congress

Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Ronny L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress



Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Mariannette Miller-Meeks, 
M.D.
Member of Congress

Mike Bost
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Carolyn Bourdeaux
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Michelle Steel
Member of Congress



Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Tom McClintock
Member of Congress

Steve Chabot
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

W. Gregory Steube
Member of Congress

Susan Wild
Member of Congress

A. Drew Ferguson IV
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress


